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Which Tao and whose genealogy? :

On the construction and evolution of the Confucian Orthodoxy

GAN Xiang-man
( Peking University Beijing 100871 China)

Abstract: The Confucian Orthodoxy is a genealogy in which some representative people are orderly arranged by a dominant
thought of Tao. The Orthodoxy as a theory was not initially raised in ancient times but was prevalent after the Tang and Song
dynasties. As for what Tao was there were many different definitions; someone identified it as an external rule someone identi—
fied it as the immanent original mind someone appealed to the social practice and someone appealed to the metaphysical inter—
nal effort. Accordingly the genealogies based on Tao were different as well. To advocate the Confucian Orthodoxy it is neces—
sary to make clear what Tao is ours and from whom our genealogy comes from.

Keywords: Confucianism; Orthodoxy; genealogy; Han Yu; Chu Hsi




